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UNESCO prize for
Munir Bashir i

Baghdad, by Hasa’ Shafig

Shert
noe theoughout his e carcer. | in at the Baghdsd Instirute
The new award presented o the laterna- g1 Mus Bahi completed
 the Interntionsl Music  Goohl! Muske Councl, ex-  Bis education at the

the new ., Han-
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. Scentific und Cultural  only for me but also for my orieatal tradition and West-
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‘modem

de contribution to his fiekd  mests | and _ organisations. 3
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L <
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first class Order of  mare than 50, the last being a.

© UNESCO have found
m quite cligbleforthe 1969 King Juan Carlos  compact disc released by &
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Munic Bashir, who has.

South America, China and  twocoscertsn Paris, France.

Japan Bashir has also been invited
His most recent visit has 1o the Kile Festival io Luzor,

been to Moroeeo (June 6-11)  southem Egypt, in Novem-

where he gave three oud re-  ber.
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Abstract

The Role of Iraq’s Music Heritage in Civilizational Communication
with other Peoples:" Al-Jozah instrument as an Example"

Mohammad Hussein Gomar Al- Bawi
Supervisors By
Dr. Husham Y. Sharaf & Prof. Dr. Hussein Alansari

The dissertation seeks to:

1. Define the concept of musical heritage according to the artistic and
creative principles that constitute the features and specificities of
this legacy and elaborate its creative role as a significant means for
artistic and civilizational communication;

2. Create new musical thoughts and experiments through al-jozah
instrument as a means for dialogue with the different musical
cultures with a view to facilitating civilizational communication
with other peoples;

3. Introduce al-jozah as a unique instrument in Iraqi musical
ensembles and review the various stages in the development of this

instrument starting with its role in the Chalgi music ensembles of
Baghdad, which rely on this instrument’s simulation of the
magam singer, up to its transformation into a new era,
characterized by an academic nature and the use of various
performing skills.

4. ldentify the performance skills and shed light on some of the
performing specificities of Iragi al-jozah players;
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5. Improve the level of al-jozah performance by making jozah
players gain the different performing skills and utilize the
experiences and experiments of the West in these areas, in order to
rise up to the optimal performing level, thus highlighting the
character of, and imparting new momentum to lraqi musical
performance at the local and international arenas.

6. Demonstrate the characteristics of this traditional musical
instrument and underline its industrial and scientific development
in string-instrument manufacturing laboratories around the World,
as well as its methodological development from the local to the
international level to become a means for civilizational
communication with other cultures;

7. Highlight the need for scientific curricula for playing the jozah, the
various uses of the bow, and the mixing between the
methodological practical way and the need to preserve musical
heritage by advancing this traditional musical instrument;

8. Introduce the various traditional music ensembles and artists
involved in this area, as well as the characteristics of their
programs and works that have helped in enriching communication
with other cultures through musical heritage.

This dissertation consists of an introduction and five chapters as
follows:
Chapter 1: The research problem and previous studies

In order to achieve the objectives of the dissertation, the researcher
employs an analytical, descriptive approach, which is seen as apposite
for the purposes of the study and for achieving its objectives. The
researcher reviewed the numerous resources and references related to the
subject matter of his dissertation and contacted researchers and
academicians who have been involved in the study of Iragi musical
heritage. He also utilized the information and data gathering tools of the
analytical-descriptive approach, as well as the analytical, critical
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remarks made on historical references, and analyses of the material in its
original sources.

In addition to the methodology and objectives of the research, the first
object of research in Chapter 1 includes: the research’s importance,
limitations, hypotheses, tools and terminology, while the second object
reviewed previous studies.

Chapter 2: The theoretical Framework

This chapter addresses the following topics: cultural and civilizational
communication, the role of music in civilizational dialogue and
communication, musical cultures’ discussion groups, Iraqi music and
music education, traditional lragi music and the music ensembles that
have contributed to civilizational communication.

Chapter 3: Al-Jozah Instrument

This chapter deals with: the Iragi al-jozah instrument; its parts and the
various methods of its manufacture; the instrumentalist’s posture while
playing al-jozah; the main characteristics of the Iraqi al-jozah player; the
most famous Iragi al-jozah male players; the most famous Iragi al-jozah
female players and the most important manufacturers of the Iraqi al-
jozah instrument.

Chapter 4: The Practical Framework

This chapter addresses the following: The vocal and instrumental
patterns of invariables and transformations in Iragi musical heritage;
Iraqi musical tradition and civilizational communication through the
following experiments: Jamil Bashir, Munir Bashir, and the researcher’s
own experiments with civilizational communication with other peoples.

Chapter 5: Conclusion/Findings
The research makes the following conclusions:
1. This study highlights the importance of music education, in its
capacity as one of the components of civilizational
communication, in reviving traditions. Communication, here, does
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not mean development, but rather a cross-fertilization of cultures
and a process for creating innovative musical ideas.

. The parameters of heritage can be employed in the instrumental
and vocal fields in order to achieve the enhancement, sustainability
and dissemination of this heritage from generation to generation in
accordance with melodic, performance and technical treatments
that would potentially create a situation of interactivity, that is
commensurate with the spirit of the age, with a view to using this
heritage as a means for civilizational communication with other
peoples.

. The fact that both Jamil Bashir and Munir Bashir had studied
western musical instruments before studying the oud played a
major role in developing the potential of their skills. Jamil Bashir
had studied the western violin, while Munir Bashir had studied the
cello. Their great mentor, Sharif Muheddine Haidar had tried to
develop the oud playing technique by adopting and applying the
cello-playing technique to oud playing. As a result, the Iraqi oud-
playing school has emerged and gained popularity in the Arab
World. Among the most important oud players that have been
influenced by this school are Khaled Muhamad Ali, who had
studied the violin and was greatly influenced by Jamil Bashir.

. There is a need for paying increased attention to traditional music
instruments, e.g., Al-Jozah, Santour, and other instruments, at
music institutes and academies by adopting approved music
exercise curricula, along the lines of the curricula for the other
western string instruments in terms of skills exercises, the proper
use bow movement, and the finger-sliding exercises following the
patterns of violin playing. In order to advance the instrument, the
need arises for safeguarding the instrument, familiarizing the
public with its vocal and musical capabilities as a complementing
aspect of the artistic work. There is also a need for combining the
scientific, methodological approach and the method that maintains
the instrument’s specificity. We need to nurture the traditional
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styles of playing the instrument because encouraging
instrumentalists to use traditional instruments and composers to
employ these instruments in their new compositions would
contribute to safeguarding and developing traditional music
instruments.

. It I1s necessary to convene scientific workshops to discuss the
manufacture of traditional musical instruments, in which scientific
and physical methods in manufacturing the instrument are adopted
in terms of the type and age of wood used in making the
instrument, as well as other industry requirements along the lines
of the scientific and academic progress achieved in the area of
manufacturing musical instruments as per the findings of world-
class scientific laboratories for the development of string
Instruments.

. It is important to pay increased attention to music ensembles that
are involved in musical heritage, provide them with material and
moral support, and involve them in international festivals and
conventions involved in the music legacies of the peoples of the
world.

. There is a need to establish research centers, as well as specialized
exhibitions and museums to play their important role in
safeguarding traditional musical instruments and enrich scientific
studies in relation to traditional music instruments because these
instruments enhance confidence in musical legacies and underline
the importance of these legacies in formulating cultural discourse
and inter-civilizational dialogue.

. Al-Jozah provides an important area for specialized musical
studies; its players possess the professional characteristics that
deserve to constitute a musical performance school based on
scientific principles.
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